





“ BEHOLD 1 BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.” 
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of ‘spirit CONTROVERSIAL. | main object of this paper,) to put in the plea of 





nt, and NEW LIGHT. . 

O mor. Letter froma Presbyterian Clergyman in the 
larm.— Presbytery of New Castle, to the Editor of the 
»deemer ~ Philadelphian. 


another Dear Sir,—It is my misfortune, perhaps, to 
ols, and see from week to week, a paper called “the 
otestant Presbyterian,” and from month to month the 
OTH. “ Christian Advocate ;” and I cannot say wheth- 
NS OF er] am provoked or grieved; whether I feel 


most pity or contempt for the numerous, cause- 
less, and ignorant slanders on the majority of 
@the Presbyterian church, published therein 
from _~ to day. Charges are boldly laid 
against their Brethren of “clerical dishonesty ” 
—plots t undermine the Presbyterian Church, 
—revolutionize her Theological Seminaries, 
and mutilate ber Confession of Faith: to 
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n Pro declared,—desiring 1o be the Truth, 
they understand neither they say nor 
whereof they affirm. Loving darkness 


rather than new light, they grope in the musty 

caverns of obsolete controversy, and refuse to 

listen to the explanations of their brethren. 
Now, sir, in the nomenclature of the day, 1 


Fe 


in am a New I man, and if there be so 
many awful Hefetics in our church as the High 

Church party would represent, doubtless I am 

‘ one of them. For after the way which they 

igen call “ heresy” worship I the God of my fathers. 
From long and intimate familiagey with not a 

Fort few of the leaders and others of the obnoxious 


F.L. party, it would be strange indeed, if I were not 
. Oy deeply contaminated with “ New England The- 
»3C, ology ;” and had not canght some of the “ wild 
dley, fire” which is spreading over the land; yea,-I1 


have no doubt should they bear my religious 
sentiments, and pervert them as they do the 
sentiments of others, they would say I was 
“corruptto the core,” and “ ought to have with- 
drawn from the Presbyterian Church.” Now, 
as I said, I am really a New School man: a 
full believer that there is a “ ight” dawn- 
ing on our church and on rid; and am 
the party. hich I belong, 
suspicions are a criterion, | 
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“NOT GUILTY,” and give a flat denial to the 
charges of these blind Brethren. kt may be 
proper to remark that it was wy privilege to go 
through a thorough course of Old School Theol- 
ogy at Princeton, with Turretin, Pictet and Cal- 
vin for text books; and 1 verily thought with 
myself that | ought to do many things contra- 
ry to the Néw School; and in fact, wag often 
exceedingly mad against itsadvocates, and per- 
secuted them in many strange cities. w 
England Theology was identified in my view 
with Armenianism, Pelagianism, and somewhat 
even with Uuitarianism. But I tow see, and 
have long seen, that my prejudices proceeded 
from wilful blindness, shametul ignorance, and 
bigene party zeal. 

y views are materially allered, and are mate- 
rially different from those of the High Church 
party, on many if not all the fundamental 
points in theology; and yet so faram I from 
yielding one of those fundamental points, that I 
cleave to each and all of them more firmly than 
ever. On the subject of Total Depravity, for 
instance, never was my conviction so clear and 
deep as at the present time. I view depravity 
as total, universal, invincible ;—the more dread- 
ful, because always ‘active, voluntary, and self 
originated. Never before did I view the sin- 
ner’s criminality so great, or his enmity so 
deadly and desperate. Of course, I feel more 
than ever the need of Divine Power to arrest 
and convert the sinner; and give double hon- 
ors tothe Holy Spirit, while I charge double 
guilt upon the obstinate rebel. That the sin- 
ner has no merits of his own, and must be 
pendent for justification wholly on the right- 
eousness oad merits of another, even of Jesus 
Christ, is not ouly viewed as true, but as a fun- 
damental point. And ag know no way in 
Spikes ean be by the oe 
negs of Christ, except ton, I hold this 
al as a fundamental ~ Nor d@1 know 

» of my brethren who intends to deny any 
ting that can properly be intended by this 
term. And soof Election, Divine Sovereignty, 
Perseverance of Saints, and of the character- 
istic system of doctrines in the Confession of ™ 
Faith, there is not one which we are disposed 
toc question ; nor wauld I hesitate to re- 
ado resubscribe the whole to-morrow, if 
occasion offered or duty required. 1 know of 
no plot to overthrow high charch | (unless it 
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be the scheme of the high church party) nor 
have I ever heard a whisper, either in public or 
in private intercourse those who “ seein 


$22 « 
to be somewhat” in the new school family, 
about revolutionizing our Theological Semina- 
ries. I never heard of any “Central Corres- 
ponding Committe,” nor of any “Combination” 
to pack the last General Assembly, nor of any 
plots but what were as public as the newspa- 


rs. 
mt know of only one Conspiracy of the New 
School party, and that is an extensive one, in- 
creasing every day, and I trustin God will here. 
afte® be stronger than ever,—and that is a 
conspiracy to do good, to spread the gospel, to 
promote revivals of geligion by all scriptural 
means, to live in peace with all evangelical de- 
bominations, to put down high church notions ev- 

where, and on all occasions to set Truth 
and Charity before Sectarianism. 

In the foregoing remarks, I have spoken in 
the first person, that I might be sure to speak 
Sor one, though I should not have thought it 
worth while to state the feelings of so obscure 
an individual, did I not believe them to be the 
sentiments of thousands of my brethren. 

I was glad to see the “ Disavowal,” and have 
no doubt it would be subscribed, if necessary, 
Say: Ministers of the Presbyterian Church. 

he electioneering for Commissioners in the 
Philadelphia Presbytery was, I fear, a fair sam- 
ple of what occurred in many others. | can 
answer for one other Presbytery, in which no 
New School man was permitted to be even an 
alternate. But because on the first vote, some 
New School men happened. to be nezt highest, 
a new election was made, to secure, as was 
openly avowed, a thorough going set of “ whole 
hog” men. NEW SCHOOL. 


WHAT IS IT? 


Letter to the Editor of the Philadelphian, from the 
Rev. Robert Stuart. 
jWaxnor Hit, Ky. Aug. 30. 

Dear Brother,—It is no longer a matter of 
doubt, that the controversy between the two 
Missionary Boards is a theological discussion. 
That it would thus eventuate has been appre- 
hended by the vigilant on the walls of Zion, 
and the conduct of the friends of the Home 
Missionary Society at the last Assembly, has 
tapored every doubt, so that the impression is 
become general, throughout all the church- 
es, and@is likely to produce a tremendous ex- 
citement in the churches in the Valley of the 
Mississippi; as you have no* doubt observed 
by the late arrangement. Every sentinel will 
be called to bie gems and the Sacramental 
Host to,harness th Ives, to meet the enamy 
coming tn like a flood: Now my dear brother, 
these things being so, I do ex animo, re age 

you, as filling one of the highest posts of 
church (that of Editor) and having the very 
best opportunity of knowing, to let us know its 
length and breadth, what this new school T’heol- 
is. We know something about Hop- 
kinsianism and Véw Haven ren tili but 
this new system which is sowing the Seeds of 
discord in the church—diverting the contribu- 
tions of the benevolent from their true object, 
What isit? Ihave not been altogether inat- 
tentive to the subject. I lave availed myself 
of every opportunity of obtaining information 


What is it ? 
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respecting this new Theology. I have attend- 
ed to the controversy in the periodicals, parti- 
cularly the Philadelphian, and from the meta- 
physical vail of explanation thrown over it, it 
would appear tobe a mere Logomachia. Ihave 
occasionally had it from the mouth of the pass- 
ing preachers, and there it appears absurd and 
contradictory—but one thing is certain, tbat it 
isa fumbling about the essentials of religion 
eos Sin and the Atonement. Many evils 
are likely to arise out of this state of things; 
dl among brethren ; weakening the autho- 
rity of the ministry, if not bringing it into con- 
— among the intelligent laity; retarding 
the Missionary operations, and a thousand oth- 
erevils that may easily be imagined. But I find 
myself going into a discussion of the subject; 
which was not my intention. I will therefore 
renew mny request, that you wouldegive us the 
principles of this new Theology, together with 
such observations on the whole subject as you 
may think beneficial to the church at the pres- 
ent “ Crisis.” You see from the arrangements 
making in the Valley of the Mississippi on the 
recommendation of the Assembly, that the sub- 
ject will be discussed at the fall meeting of our 
Presbyteries and Synods. No doubt, owing to 
the excitement the subject is calculated to pro- 
duce, imprudent things will be said and done, 
Any itistruction which you or any true hearted 
Presbylerian can give, will be kindly received, 
and under'the blessing of God may do good, 
and prevent evil. But any thing that can be 
done by our eastern brethren must be done 
quickly. If my request should appear 


presu- 
ming, the great interest | feel on the subj 
my apology. May the God of mercy ble 
and yours, and so preside over his Chure 

the present erisis, as to bring good out of those 


evils which 4h n to overwhelm her. . 
I am wi verly love, yours, 
all OBERT STUART. 


- 


THE EDITOR'S ANSWER. 

Rev. and dear Brother,—I know your candor 
your love of evangelical religion and the Pres- 
byterian Church, and shall, without prelude or 
apology, other than that which | have already 
Written, declare, that in my® judgment, the 
ground of the controversy at present subisting 
in our connexion IS NOT a theological ques- 
tion,—it-is not a controversy about essential 
doctrines. You may well ask, “ What is it?” 
and I may réply, itis not manna, for any buta 
vitiated appetite. . Some call it Russelism. 1 
will give it no other name than that of high 
Churchism ; and will cease from the application 
of this and every simildr epithet, 80 soon a8 
alarmists shall desist from their endeavors to 
fix libels on us, which are designed to produce 
the Welief that one party of the Presbyterian 
Church consist of sound, and the other party of 
essentially unsound Presbyterians, who ought 
to be treated as heretics. : 

My reasons thinking that a difference in 
fundamen iii has NOT produced our 

resent divis these ;—that the Board of 

issions embraces as many es of doctrinal 
variety in its members an ionaries and 
supporters, as the ome Missionary 
Society; and that net or set of opin- 
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To prevent 
the subject of domestic missions, it would be 


1881.] Sisters of Pres 


ions is peculiar to those who advocate any one 
measure of ecclesiastica! policy, which has been 
pursued by the General Assembly. Ministers 
whoteach all the various explanations about the 
atonement, original sin, and regeneration, 
which are prevalent among us, were to be found 
in the last Assembly on the affirmative and 
negative of each motion in which there was a 
division. If we have old and new scliool Pres- 
byterians in the church, they have not united 
as members of the old and new school parties. 
The Chairmen of the Executive Committees 
of the A. H. M. Society and of the Board of 
Missions of the General Assembly are both old 
school men; their Secretaries, Messrs. Peters 
and Russell are believed to agree in their views 
of an universally sufficient atonement, and are 
both Vermont divines; and their Treasurers 
are both New England men, who were both 
since my memory, and according to my own 
personal knowledge, ardent commenders of the 
American Home Missionary Society. 
prodeed to other particulars of this kind, but 1 
forbear. 4 

Many rumors‘of heresies have reached my 
eare; but J do net know of any ministers in our 
connection who inculcate, fundamentally erro- 
neous doctrines excepting four or five, who 
hold that God is the efficient canse of all man’s 
mental exercises, whether good or bad; and 
one of these has been adopted into Dr. Green’s 
party, without any avowed renunciation of any 
of his doctrinal views. 

Our difficulties on the subject of domestic 
missionary operations in my opinion result from 
the fact that two unintentional rival societies 
are seeking to command one pair of purse 
strings; that the ugents of the two Boards fre- 
quently come into collision, in their benevolent 
measures, from the natures eir employ- 
ment, nnd from the selfish mon to the 
best of fallen men on earthy the greater 
part of our ministers and missionaries have 
come from New England; and that the mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church who have 
originated in Europe or the States south of the 
Delaware, have been excited to an unreasona- 
ble jealousy of New England Colleges, Semin- 
aries, and divines. Were New England less 
populous, less moral, enterprising, prolific, and 
abundant in young men of education and pie- 
ty; and were other sections of the church to 
furnish a greater supply of Pastors for our 
continually multiplying churches, we should 
have more Presbyterian self-complacency and 
quiescence, It is natural for those who are the 
weaker party, in any desirable particular, to feel 
jealous of the stronger, and grace does not sup- 
press at all times all the bad feelings of pro- 
minent ecclesiastical men. The first pastor of 
the first Presbyterian Charch in Philadelphia 
was a native of New England, and a graduate 
of Harvard College; and Dr. Green himself 
was a new Jersey descendant from New Eng- 
land ; but multitudes among ug forget their or- 
igin, and talk of their Preshyt@rian ancestors 
and founders of the Church asif they had been 
exclusive proprietors of the whole system from 
generation to generation. 

collisions in the West on 








I might |-s unavoidable. 
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desirable, I think, that one or the other of two 
plans should be adopted: either, first, that the 
Board of Missions should be merged in the 
Home Missiofiary Society, and that the society, 
removed to Philadelphia, should be made the 
common organ of the Gencral Assembly and 
of all the Ecclesiastical bodies corresponding 
with that Assembly; or, secondly, that each 
Presbytery in the West should appoint a Mis- 
sionary Committee through which all missiona- 
. . . . _ 
ary operations within their bounds, shall be car- 
ried on and controled ; so that all extraneous 
Boards, shall act solely through their directions. 
Either of these plans is practicable; for the 
Home Missionary Society could, with their own 
consent, be made as completely the organ of 
the General Assembly for domestic missions as 
even the present Board was. Such a plan as 
this was matured by Mr. Peters and myself, 
when we found in our own experience as Gen- 
eral Agents, that collisions on the present plan 
To this plan the Home Mis- 
sionary Society were agreed; and nothing but 
the opinion of the Assembly’s Board that they 
alone can be the true and competent organ of 
the Presbyterian Charch for the management 
of her missionary operations, prevented the 
amalgamation, and has perpetuated the contro- 
versy between two institutions for domestic 
missions. 
I deplore, dear brother, most deeply the 
sent alienations, and suspicions, aud accusations 
and controversies which are prevalent in our 
section of the Church of God; and I grant 
that some indications of a disposition to dis- 
cuss rashly some of the deep mysteries of God 
are occasionally presented ; but after all, I feel 
satisfied that no church on earth ever bad 1800 
better preachers of the gospel than those now 
returned on our statistical tables. 
I remain, dear brother in Christ, 
Yours, with great respect, 
E. 8. ELY. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
SISTERS OF PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 


Timothy Edwards, the son of Richard, is 
well known as the first pastor of the church in 
East Windsor, and distinguished alike for his 
sound and cultivated understanding, and exem- 
plary piety. His wife is also generally known 
as ye daughter of the venerable Stoddard of 
Northampton, and a wo singular strength 
of mind and superior . He had elev- 
en children, of whom t Edwards was 
the fifth and only son. were all trained 
from their earliest years to habits of thought. 
The daughters were exercised in the same 
learning, and with the same exactness as was 
required in young men for admission into col- 
lege; and then were sent to finish their educa- . 
tion at the schools in Boston. If such a course 
of education be judged by its influence on the 
daughters of Mr. Edwards, it is sufficient to 
glance at the names of their posterity as they 
are registered in this volume, to show its im- 
measurable superiority over all the lighter and 
more glittering accom: ments, which have 
been extensive ? ——_ sufficient for the sex. 
In the bosom of this family, where intelligence 
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and ew and industry and social affection 
were blended in the constant intercourse of life, 
were formed the rudiments of all that the world 
has seen and admired in the character of Ed- 
wards. Such a family circle could not indeed 
furnish him the same advantages as were en- 
joyed in the schools of England ; but it fur- 
one others ge! suited to the high and 
0 urposes for which God, in mercy to 
men FE designed him. Previous to his ad- 
mission to college, his education was conducted 
under the exclusive direction, and chiefly un- 
der the immediate instruction of his father. 
His mother too could have had no small influ- 
ence in the formation of his habits; while his 
sisters, clustering around as a beautiful constel- 
Jation, in the centre of which he was destined 
to shine brightest, must have contributed their 
share, to heighten and adorn the splendor of his 
early years. Four of them preceded him in 
the paths of learning; and at least two of them 
and probably the others in the paths of holi-4 
ness. They were his first and principal asso- 
ciates. In their various pursuits he took a live- 
y interest; by intercourse with them, his 
oughts, from the first, were directed to noble 
objects, and his mind was enriched with useful 
knowledge ; and from them, no doubt, ke learn- 
ed much of that softness of manners and puri- 
ty of feeling, with which his greatness was so 
liarly adorned ; while the faithful religious 
instructions which he had received from his 
parents, and the mild and steady lustre of holi- 
ness which he saw in their lives, fastened in- 
delibly upon him those impressions of divine 
truth, which, more than all other means, gave 
an impulse and direction to the mighty opera- 
tions of his mind.—Ch. Spectator. 


We make the following extract from a well written 
narrative in the New-York Observer, of a revival 
some where. But the writer does not mention the 
place, or give his name—we presume the Editor of the 
Observer is acquainted with both, or he would not 
publish it. 

Towards the latter; part of March, 1830, the 
cloud that had been hovering over us, and 
which had seemed every moment reaily to break 
began to pour down its blessings. A number 
of individuals were found about the same time 
under deep convictions for sin, some awakened 
under the ordivary preaching of the gospel,ne 
by a question proposed to her‘in the Bible class 
and one by means which it will be interesting 
to narrate moreat jength. A little boy about 
five years of age, who by auprieg his teacher 
pray in her school, had committed to memory 
one of her petitions, said to his mother, “ Will 

ou teach me to pray, just as Mrs. W—— does?” 

hat prayer, said his mother, shall I teach 
you? “Our Father?” “Not that,” responded 
the child; “ What then” replied the mother; 
“Now I lay me down to sleep?” “No not 
that,” rejoined the boy, “I will tell you.” He 
then kneeled down in her presence and with 
apparent devotion sail, “O Lord have mercy 
on these little children.” ‘The words carried 
conviction to his mother’s heart. She began 
to reflect how she had neglected the means of 





Narrative of a Revival. 


ce. The dying advice of her pious mother, 
hich she had. = be followed, and had almost 
forgotten, arose fresh in her mind, and the en- 
D mgd soon broke from her lips, “ What must I 
do to be saved?” Her husband, who sat by 
when the child was thus engaged, and who had 
been remarkable for his neglect of every thing 
of a serious nature could not refrain himself 
from tears: though he found means to banish 
the impression, until the conversion of his wife, 
when unable to resist the influence which hea. 
ven was bringing so nigh to him, he was melt- 
ed into contrition for sin, and was soon seen 
standing by her side rejoicing in christian hope, 
Thus those divine truths which were seldom 
heard from the lips of the preacher, came to 
them through another channel, from the honest 
and simple and eloquent lips of infancy,verifying 
that Scripture, “ Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast ordained strength.” 

The number of anxious now became numer 
ous, and as they increased, converts began to 
multiply; and, “disciples were daily added to 
the Lord.” The progress of the work was not 
indeed very rapid, though there was not a 
mouth nor a week during the whole summer, 
within which there were not some instances of 
honeful couversion.. There was at no time the 
“rushing mighty wind,” whtch characterized 
the day of Pentecost ; but the “ still small voice,” 
like that which caused the prophet to cover bis 
face with his mantle, was constantly heard. 
One little company after another were seen 
coming to the bill of Zion; until about one 
hundred and fifty, a hundred under one stand- 
ard, thirty undea under another, and twenty un- 
der another, took their respective stations at 
the tabernacle of God, wearing the badges of 
discipleship, and saying to each other , “Come 
and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a per- 
petual covenamt shat shall not be forgot- 
teD. Sd 

After the close of the summer, conversions 
became less frequent. From that time to the pre- 
sent however, there has been now and then an 
instance. Que of these cases is in some respects 
more interesting than any which preceded it. A- 
bout three years ago a Roman Catholic woman 
from Ireland took up her residence in this place. 
She had been well instructed in the catechisms 
and forms of that church; but had never seen 
a copy of the Scriptures, except in the hand of 
the priest wherfshe went to the chapel. ‘Thro’ 
the instrumentality of the Bible Society that 
blessed volume was put into her hands, She 
occasionally looked over its pages, yet with 
much prejudice and perhaps. with some fear; 
calling it as she afterwards said, a heretic Bi- 
ble, and judging it to be a mortal sin to have 
any thing to do with heretics. Frequent in- 
terviews were had with*her by the pastor and 
others interested in her spiritun) welfare, but 
with little or no effect. As is usual with the 
members of that communion, she seemed to 
feel a virulent_enmity towards the Protes- 
tants and theirveligion. She however gene- 
rally attended public worship on the Sab- 
bath, and sometimes the . weekly prayer 
meeting. After the lapse of fifteen or eighteen 
months, she returned to Ireland to visit ber 
friends; and carried ber Bible with her across 
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the waters. Upen her arrival there, it became 
to her the object of greater attention than be- 
fore. For though while here, she continued 
strongly attached to the Roman Catholic 
Church ; when, upon her return to that country 
she took a second view of that church, and 
compared it with the state of things in America, 
its deformity began to appear; and she soon 
commenced arguing with her friends against 
the superstitions which they were practicing. 
The Bible was appealed to in confirmation of 
her arguments. Her mother who is a widow, 
and “ very pious in her way,” was much alarm- 
ed, and would gladly have excluded the book 
from her house. But her brother taking his 
sister’s part, it was retained and he commenced 
examining fur himself. Several months thus 
passed away, he and his sister alternately read- 
ing, and then engaged in friendly conversation, 
and sometimes in sharp dispute concerning its 
contents. When she returned to this country 
he was unwilling to have her bring it away. 
She accordingly left it, to be the means, we 
trust, of the salvation of many souls; for before 
her departure, it had excited so much attention 
among her acquaintances and kindred, that 
some of them came twenty miles in order to see 
it. She returned to this place a confirmed 
Protestant; though with a heart unrenewed. 
Another Bible was immediately presented to 
her, from the same source from which she 
had received the former; and it was soon dis- 
covered that those truths which had before im- 
parted light to her understanding, began now 
to affect her heart. Conviction for sin, with 
its usual concomitants of unhappy days and 
sleepless nights, fastened itself upon her mind. 
She did not however remain long in this state 
Conversion succeeded to conviction, and joy to 
sorrow. Speaking of the time she found re- 
lief, she said, “ I had been tryi ake myself 
better by guarding against every sin; but I 
grew worse, saw my sins*more clearly, and 
sunk deeper in misery. At length reading the 

e, “He was led as a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter,” | asked myself, why cannot I trust in that 
bleedin Lamb ? when all at once, being in a 
flood of tears, peace came into my mind. I tri- 
ed to pray but could not for joy. I desired to 
to praise rather than pray. Christ appeared 
precious.” At another time she observed, 
“When reading to day about the Pharisee and 
Publican, it made me think of the penances pre- 
scribed by the priest, which I used to perform. 
1 perceive that I was just like the Pharisee. 
But I have renounced all Popish superstitions, 
and can now come to Christ in the simple way 
of the gospel.” Being asked how she felt to- 
wardé the Bible, she replied, “ When I first re- 
ceived it, I cared nothing for it; 1 read it out of 
mere curiosity; but now it is my delight.” In 
this respect there. was the greatest change 
which I remember ever to have witnessed. She 
passed from one passage to another with as 
much admiration and ecstacy, as a blind man 
being restored to sight, would gaze upon the 
beauties of nature, After a suitable time she 


made a public profession of religion ; and not 


being satisfied with the validity of ber baptism 
she desired to receive that ordinance ; a request 
which was cheerfully complied with, on the 


Truth and Falsehood. 
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ground that if those passages of Scripture con- 
cerning the “man of sin,” “the mystery of ini- 
quity,” “ the son of perdition,” &c. refer to thé 
oman Church, as all Protestant commentators 
agree, they amount to a virtual excommunica- 
tion of that church from any fellowship with 
Christ. And if so, the ministrations of her 
priesthood are not to be regarded as valid. 

A majority of the converts were young per- 
sons; most of whom were connected either as 
teachers or scholars with that noble institution, 
the Sabbath school. How much this citeum- 
stance contributed to their conversion, eternity 
alone can disclose; but there can be no doubt 
that this exerted its share of influence in con- 
nexion with other means, to produce so desira- 
ble a result. Nothing is more clearly taught in 
the Scriptures or more fully verified by experi- 
ence, than that there is no efficacy in an 
meens however multiplied, or however well ad- 
apted to affect the minds of men, without the 
aid of the Holy Spirit. “Neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neigher he that watereth, 
but God that giveth the increase.” If, howev- 
er, means have any place in the economy of the 
gospel—and that they have, no one, it is pre- 
sumed, will deny—it must be obvious that those 
means should be preferred which are best ad- 
apted to accomplish the object that we have in 
view; and that these must be varied according 
to the age and character and circumstances of 
the individuals to be benefitted by them. The 
Sabbath school and Bible class. the private vis- 
it and the social prayer meeting, the familiar 
lecture, and the studied discourse, have each its 
appropriate place in the circle of means: and 
while no one of them should be relied upon to 
the exclusion of the others, a prominence may 
be given to this or to that, according to the age 
or condition of those whose welfare we are en- 
deavoring to promote. This circumstance, 
while it opens an extensive field for christian 
exertion, gives an opportunity for the employ- 
ment of those peculiar talents which constitute 
the characteristic difference between different 
men. One man posseses a happy faculty of 
interesting the minds of children, but is to 
make but little impression upon those of mature 
age. Another can address with great effect 
the latter class, while he would be scarcely lis- 
tened to by the former with attention, One 
wields with giant energy the weapons of gospel 
truth against the attacks of its enemies; while 
another far less talented and-erudite in that de- 


partment, is mach his in the didactic 
and experimental part of dbilesianity. 


TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD. 


One artifice unavoidably leads on to another: 
till, as the intricacy of the labyrinth increases, 
you are left entangled in your own snare. De- 
ceit discovers a little mind which stops at tem- 
porary expedients, without rising to compre- 
hensive views of conduct. It betrays at the 
same time a dastardly spirit. It is the resource 
of one who wants courage to avow his design 
or to rest upon himself; whereas openness o 
character displays that generous boldness which 
ought to distinguish youth. 
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OBITUARY. 
[From the Cincinnati Journal. } 
REV. RALPH CUSHMAN. 


When we announced to our readers the 
mournful intelligence of the death of this emi- 
nent servant of God, we promised some parti- 
culars respecting his life, character, aud last 
sickness. This promise we hasten to perform; 
believing it a duty which we owe to that cause 
to which our beloved brother was so ardently 
attached, and to the promotion of which he 
gave all energies of both mind and body. 

The Rev. Ralph Cushman was a native of 
Goshen, Mass. He received his collegiate edtu- 
cation at Williams’ College; and was a gradu- 
ate of Andover Theological Seminary, of the 
class of 1820. He was licensed to preach the 
toot ay the Andover Association, July 4th, 

820. The first three years of his ministry 
were spent ia Hopkinsville, Kentucky, where 
he received ordiuation, by the Mulhilenburgh 
Presbytery. From Hopkinsville, he removed 
to Manlius, Onondago county, New York ; and 
was installed pastor of the Presbyterian church 
in that village. His labors during his residence 





in Manlius were blest with one or two power- 
ful revivals of religion, besides the seal which 
God set to his ministry, by constant additions 
to the church in seasons when no uncommon 
excitement prevailed. 

In November, 1829, Mr. Cushman received 
o ys ay of Corresponding Secretary to 


ntral Agency of the American Home 
Missionary Society, for the State of New York. 
After much deliberation and prayer, he deter- 
mined to accept of this appointment, although 
he found much —_ in obtaining o dissolu- 
tion of the pastoral relation existing between 
himself and bis beloved charge at Manlius. 
After a day of fasting and prayer, however, 
the question was proposed to the church, wheth- 
er, in view of existing circumstances, they were 
willing that Mr. Cushman should leave them. 
The whole church rose up at this call, and then 
gat down and burst into tears. This painful 
separation from his church being effected, Mr. 
Cushman removed to Utica, and entered upon 
the duties of his new station in December, 1829. 
In this new field of usefulness, Mr. Cushman 
labored with much yp omer and usefulness 
about one year. The following copy of the 
resolutions which he drew up at the time he 
entered upon his agency at Utica, exhibits the 
spirit which actuated bim.in all his movements : 

“ Resolutions in view of my call to the Agen- 
ey of the American Home Missionary Society, 
as Secretary of the Central Agency at Utica. 

Nov. 25, 1829.—Set apart this day for prayer 
and self-examination. 

“Felt exceeding unfit for the responsible sta- 
tion contemplated. Viewing it asa call of di- 
vine Providence, I could not refuse to accept 
the appointment. Now, O my divine and gra- 
cious Saviour, make me deeply sensible of thy 
condescending goodness to me, in calling me to 
a station so important, so responsible, and so la- 

i Blessed be thy name for this. Thou 
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newedly, and fearfully dedicate myself to thy 
service. O thou adorable Saviour, I would 
dedicate my talents, my influence, my strength, 
my ease, my life, my all to thee, O my divine 
Redeemer. 

“T will endeavor to live no more the rest of 
my life in seeking my own good, but the honor 
of Jesus Christ, and the good of his cause. 





“I will endeavor to waste none of my time, 
but spend it all in efforts to advance the cause 
in which I am engaged. 

“TI will endeavor to exert a holy influence 
upon the ministers and churches, in the dis- 
charge of my duties as agent. 

“1 will endeavor to feel that I am setvant of 
all for Christ’s sake, and never seem to“lord it 
over God’s heritage. > 

“IT will be very exact and particular in* the 
pecuniary department; carefully reporting every 
shilling that shall be contributed for benevolent 
purposes. 

* I] will not consult my own ease or comfort 
further than my health and my duty to my fami- 
ly requires. 

“I will, strive to leave a good impression 
wherever I go, and to awaken a deeper tone of 
piety, in the hearts of all with whom I have in- 
tercourse.” 

In 1830, Mr. Cushman received the appoint- 
ment of General Agent of American Home 
Missionary Society for the valley of the Missis- 
sippi. In December, 1830, he removed with 
his family to this city, and immediately entered 
upon the responsible and difficult labors of his 
new station, the duties of which he continued 
to discharge with great ability‘ acceptableness 
and success to the time of his death, 

His last sickness was a billious remittant fe- 
ver. He was taken ill on the llth of August, 
at the honse of Gen. Beal, Wooster, Wayne co. 
Ohio. Here in the bosom of a christian fami- 
ly, he received every attention which his situa- 
tion required. ‘The physician who attended 
him was remarkably kind and attentive ; bat 
ell his efforts proved unavailing; and afier a 
protracted illness of sixteen days, he closed his 
eyes in peace on the 27th of August, about 20 
minutes past 6 o’clock. During his sickness, 
all who waited upon him bear testimony to his 
post patience, bis deep humility and unshaken 
auth. 

On Thursday evening, the llth of August, 
though much indisposed, he preached his last 
sermon to the people of Wooster from these 
words, “Ye must be born again.” All who 
heard hima, bear witness to the ferveney, the 
plainness and pathos with which he pressed 
this all important truth upon the attention of 
his audience. His physician remarks that “ his 
sermon on that occasion was unusually inter- 
esting; and the prayers partook much of the 
devotional spirit and ardent desires after the 
enjoyments of the heavenly state. He prayed 
that it might not be long before he should fully 
enter upon the enjoyments of those heavenly 
mansions which the Lord Jesus had prepared 
for those that love him.” He often spoke of 
his family to which he was most tenderly at- 
tached. He remarked, “I have no fear of dy- 





knowest I am unwort je such a favor, but 
thine be all the praise. I do now solemnly, re- 


— when I think of my family ;—oh when 
I think of my family ;” but *w ith the most im- 
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licit confidence and resignation he was ena- 
led to commit them to the protection of his 
Divine Master. His physician observes, that 
“he was much engaged in prayer, his hands 
folded and resting on his breast. Not a repi- 
ning word—no complaining.” “ All is right— 
it is the Lord.” 

“He always received me with a smile, held 
out his hand, and pressed mine most affection- 
ately, and toki me that he could not express 
the deep sense of obligation he felt. ‘ Jesus, 
kind friend—friend of sinners—my friend— 
Thou hast promised to be with me—Thouw art 
with me—Thou art lere—precious Jesus, how 
l love thee!” 

Another person who was much with him, 
remarks, that soon after he was taken sick, he 
observed, “1 do not know what the Lord is go- 
ing to do with me; but 1 am of little conse- 
quence.” At another time he said, “God is 
good, and Iam a poor miserable sinner, but 
Christ is full.” He prayed much for the light 
of God’s countenance and his presence to be 
with him—spoke ofien of his miserable depra- 
ved heart, and prayed that God would not let 
his wicked heart deceive him. On his remark- 
ing that he was a great sinner, and being told 
that the bloud of Christ cleanseth from all sin, 
he looked up with a heavenly smile, and said, 
“O yes, lL know it. He isa precious: Saviour, 
I do love Jesus. I loveto talk about him. He 
has been a good master to me, but I have been 
an unprofiiable servant.” He ofien said he 
would like to live, should it please God, to aid 
in advancing the great work in which he was 
80 laboriously and energetically engaged—but 
would as often repeat—* God has no need of 
me—the work will go on.” When informed that 
his case was very critical, he with perfect calimn- 
ness and resignation, clasped his hands, and lift- 
ing up his heart to God, said, “ Lord Jesus, in- 
to thy bands I commend, my spirit.” His last 
breath seemed to be one of prayer. Just at 
the moment when his spirit departed, he raised 
his hands, clasped them, and thus clasped, they 
fell quietly across his bosom, to move no more 
until raised again by the power of God in the 
last day. 

We have been thus particular respecting the 
last hours of our beloved brother, because the 

“ Chamber where the good man meets his fate, 

Is privileged above the common walks of lite,” 
and we esteem it among the many privileges of 
our life, that we have enjoyed for a considera- 
ble time, the friendship of one whose conduct 
in all the relations of life, partook so much of 
the spirit of his Divine Master. All who knew 
Mr. Cushman, must have felt that he was em- 
inently a holy man. He was naturally possess- 
ed of a mild and amiable disposition, and this 
had been so improved by grace, as to shed 
around him the sweetness of a holy and heav- 
enly spirit. 

he most prominent feature of Mr. Cush- 
man’s character, were tenderness, boldness. 
faithfulness, patience, meckness, humility, and 
a spirit of holy devotedness to his Master's 
cause. He was asincere friend, a kind hus- 
band, an affectionate father, and an eminently 
consistent cliristian. Wherever he came reli- 
Ries vas the cent bnsinese of hia lif,to which 
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panies he always had a word to say for Christ. 
Like Paul, he could say, “I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ.” He was remartka- 
bly faithful in warnings and admonitions which 
he administered to every individual, and yet it 
was done with such unaffected kindness and 
sincerity as always to secure the love of the 
person reproved. 

In the responsible station he occupied, he of- 
ten met with much unreasonable opposition ; 
and yet we do not know of an instance in 
which he ever exhibited any undue excitement; 
or ever treated an opponent with the least 
harshness or severity. Like his great Master, 
whenhe was reviled he reviled not again, and 
when used harshly or unkindly, bis never fail- 
ing resort was prayer, in which his o 
were remembered with sincere fervor and af- 
fection. We have often had occasion to admire 
this trait in his character. We have heard his 
supplications for those who opposed the good 
work in which his whole soul was engaged ; 
and have always attributed his uniform success 
to this cause. Unlike too many professors of 
religion, he did not so far misteke the spirit of 
the gospel as to count every one a personal en- 
emy who could not see and feel exactly with 
him in all respects in regard to all subjects. 

“ Assailed by scandal and the tongue of strife, 

His only answer was a blameless life ; 

And he that forged, and he that threw the dart, 

Had each a brother's interest in his heart.” 

Thus fitted by nature and by grace, he was 
eminently qualified for the important station he 
occupied, With a disposition so meek and 
heavenly, he moved among the churches like a 
ministering spirit, “dispensing good wherever 
he came.” We know of no man of whom it 
might be said with more propriety, that “the 

abor of his life was love.” Long will the peo- 

ple of those places who were favored with his 
visits, rernember his fervent prayers, bis solemn, 
earnest, and faithful preaching; and the heay- 
enly savor of his personal intercourse. He 
was indeed a helper and not a distracter of the 
churches; a man of whom the a le might 
have said, “ I have no man like mi who will 
naturally care for your state.” 

The American Home Missionary Society 
needs no higher evidence that its plans are fa- 
vored and blessed of God, than its enlisting in 
its favor such spirits as the lamented Cushman 
and Payson, and Lockwood, and Blatchford, 
and Philips, and Bruen and, Faleoner, names 
dear to every pious heart that can at all appre- 
ciate self-denying and disinterested labors to 
promote the cause of Christ and the salvation 
of dying men. If the “bloo#of the martyrs is 
the seed of the church,” then surely the Ame- 
rican Home Missionary Society is strong in that 
strength which secures the choicest blessings of 
heaven, the prayers of those who once labored 
and toiled in its behalf and whose whole lives 





bear evidence, that they belonged to the num- 
ber of the righteous whose earnest supplica- 
tions avail much. Let not then the friends of 
this blessed institution despond when its most 
efficient Agents are taken to their everlasting 
rest. Others will be raised up in all its emer- 
gencies to supply their places, and in the words 
of our dear departed brother, “ the work will go 
0 


nim 
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_ RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, OCTOBER 22, 1831. 


AMERICAN BOARD. 


At the late meeting of the American Board of 
Commissioners of Foreign Missions in this city, the 
Rev. Drs. McAuley and Richards attended as a com- 
mittee appointed by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, for the purpose of presenting 
the interests of the Presbyterian Church in the cause 
of Foreign Missions. After a full investigation of the 
operations of the Board, they, in connection with the 
Rev. Drs. Day, Beecher, and Wisner were unanimous 
in reporting that the “ A. B. C.F. M. is suited in 
every respect for a national institution, and that 
the three denominations of Christians of which it is 
principally composed, are represented in this Board 
in a ratio nearly equal to the ratio of the number of 
communicants in said churches, and that the mission- 
aries have been received from each of these, and the 
churches formed by them are, and may be of either 
denomination, and in view of these considerations 
and of the importance and efficiency of union in this 
great work, they are of opinion that this Board 
should, by sending agents and otherwise, endeavor to 
enlist the energies of the Presbyterian church in this 
work.” 

The Rev. Elias Cornelius, iate Secretary of the 
American Education Society, now residing in New- 
York, was elected Corresponding Secretary of the A. 
B. C. F. M.—the place so long occupied by the la- 
mented Evarts —Tbey could not have made a better 
selection. 

The Board have recorded the following just tribute 
to the memory of his predecessor :— 


“‘ Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. the late beloved and re- 
wered Corresponding Secretary of this Board, de- 
parted this life on the 10th of May last, in the city of 
Charleston, in South Carolina, on his return from a 
voyage to the Island of Cuba, which he had taken 
for the benefit of his health, long enfeebled by a pul- 
monary complaint, and by labors of the most un- 
wearied and exhausting kind in the great cause of 
christian benevolence. 

This excellent man had, for a number of years, de- 
voted all the powers of his strong, sagacious, and 
sanctified mind, to the cause of missions among the 
heathen, with a degree of judgment, zeal. disinter- 
estedness, and indefatigable diligence and perseve- 
rance, which has, probably, never been exceeded by 
any one occupying a similar station, and which com- 
manded the universal confidence of the friends of 
missions, to whom he was kriown, in every part of the 
world. His departare, like his life, was marked with 
that lively faith, and triumphant hope in the grace 
and truth of the gospel, which were eminently adapt- 
ed to edify and animate the friends of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

he Board cannot forbear here to record their 
deep impression of the distinguished talents, the ar- 
dent piety, and the peculiar devotedness of their de- 
parted brother and fellow laborer; and their grate- 
ful recollection of his long, faithful and invaluable 
services. And, while they bow in humble submis- 
sion to the sovereigu wisdom of God which has re- 
moved him from his earthly labors—they desire to 
cherish a solemn sense of the new call which this 
bereavement presents to every surviving member of 
the Board to Snavensing abel and diligence in the 
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great work to which he was so eminently devoted ig 
life and death.” 

The next annual meeting of the American Board 
is to be held iu New-York, on the first Wednesday 
of October, 1832. The Rev. President Allen was ap. 
pointed to preach on that occasion, and Rev. Dr, 
M’Auley is his substitute. 


GEORGIA AND THE MISSIONARIES. 


We have heretofore expressed our views of the 
conduct of Georgia towards the missionaries and the 
Indians. The following extracts from our exchange 
papers will show that we are not alone:— 


We do not believe that there is a case in the histo. 
ty of free governments, at least within a bundred 
years, of such gross injustice and oppression—such a 
total disregard of the rights of property, as well as 
personal security, as has been exhibited in Georgia 
for the last three years. And the object is to plun- 
der a feeble, helpless people of their property, and to 
banish them from their possessions, and their home. 
Who ever heard of such felonies as the Legislature 
of Georgia have enacted? It is felony, by their act, 
fora man nol lo lake the oath of allegiance—a mere 
negative offense, to say the most: and in our view, a 
direct violation of an express provision of the con- 
stitution of the United States—an instrument which 
Governor Gilmer, and the legislature of Georgia may 
have the capacity to break, but the protection and 
the preservation of which, fortunately, belongs to 
another power.—N. Y. Daly Adv. 


It is well known that these men had been the in- 
struments of promoting the great improvement wit- 
nessed among the Cherokees, in knowledge, morals, 
religion, and the arts of civilized life. They were 
therefore considered serious obstacles to the prose- 
cution of the plans which the government of Georgia 
had adopted to seize on the lands of the Cherokees. 
Hence the origin of the act, made to legalize, if pos- 
sible, a system of persecution worthy of Nero !—Are 
our citizens,—the question should be put to men of 
all political parties, and all religions—are they pre- 
pared to witness in silence tyranny of this charac- 
ter ?!—The authors of it should know that a retri- 
bution awaits them—that when the present excite- 
ments of party politics shall have subsided, their acts 
will be held in detestation by all good men—and 
that the infamy of their deeds will follow them to 
the tribunal of Eternal Justice.— Richmond (Va.) 
Tel. 


Is it within the reserved rights ef a state, to refuse 
any peaceable citizen of the Uniled 3lates a residence 
within her geographical or chartered limits, unless be 
will take an oath prescribed by such state ? Is it 
consistent with that guaranty, contained in the coo- 
stitution, that secures to each citizen of any state, all 
the privileges and immunities of citizens of the seve- 
ral states?’ Where, then, does Georgia derive the 
power to imprison the Cherokee Missionaries for not 
taking such an oath as she prescribed? It is not 
within her reserved powers to condemn men to in- 
carceration without crime, without conviction, with- 
out trial, without even anaccusation of crime. Yet 
all this is doing with impunity.—Louisville (Ky-) 
Focus, 

All thatthe opponents of the Indian bill predicted is 
being fulfilled. The strong man is trampling on the 
weak—the sanctuary of the Indian's home is violated 
—the ministers of the cross are chained, imprisoned, 
and beaten by men who boast of the sanction of the 
general government. In the view of these things we 
cannot but exclaim with Jefferson, “J tremble for 
my country when I reflect that God is just, and that 





his vengeance will not sleep forever.”"—. E. (Con) 
Review. 
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The facts stated below, which with shame we feel 
obliged now to believe, must kindle up a degree of 
indignation in American bosoms, which will never be 
appeased until justice is restored to its authority. 
Missionaries confined in a Georgia Penitentiary with 
felons !—for the crime of quietly teaching the poor 
Indians to read and write, and cultivate the soil, and 
imparting to them the hopes and motives of the 
christian religion ! 

Such disgrace has never stained the character of 
the Esquemaux of the North, the cannibals who in- 
habit the islands of the Pacific; the Hottentots, 
Hindoos and Turks of the East, or the wild and cruel 
natives of the American coast in the West—all have 
treated the missionaries kindly. It is reserved to 
America, the government of Georgia acting as prin- 
cipal, aud the Executive of the nation as accessary, 
to act the part of cruelty and oppression, which has 
never been practised by Turks and cannibals. 

Journa! of Commerce. 


It is currently reported, (says the Macon Tele- 
graph of the 24th ult.) in some of the upper counties, 
that Gov. Gilmer's guards have, without the inter- 
vention of judge or jury, lately put to death three In- 
dians, by shooting, for digging gold on the Cherokee 
land. We must hope, for the sake of humanity, the 
feelings of our people, and the character of the 
State, that this cannot be true; bnt, when we reflect 
how much all these have lately and frequently been 
outraged, in the same quarter, and by the same men, 
we cannot help fearing the worst.—Augusia ( Ga.) 
Chron. ; 


We consider the oath one which, by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, no State has a right to re- 
quire from a citizen either of itself or of another 
State, under any circumstances. If a man take an 
office, he must take the corresponding oath, buat for 
a State Government to undertake to call upon pri- 
vate citizens to take oaths of allegiance, we hold to 
be illegal, and that it ought to be resisted. But itis 
a long time since there was a law in Georgia. 

For a long time we labored to excite the press 
and the people to a ful stand against the inso- 
lent usurpations and impudent nullifications of Geor- 
gia, but the apathy was immoveable. We begin to 
think that, like the Romans in their degenerate days, 
the people of this country wish for nothing but pa- 
nem et circenses, money and pleasure. 

Massachusetts Journal. 


We rejoice that amidst the apathy and timidit 





which so generally prevail, there are men in this 
land who are determined that the law on this point 
shall be declared, and who are willing to encounter 
insult, imprisonment, chains, and death itself in de- 
fense of 12,000 of their fellow-men. Such conduct 
speaks nobly for the individuals; for the religious 
denomination to which they belong; and for the 
country which gave them birth. It requires no pro- 
phet to foretel that the names of these men will be 
repeated in future time in the same breath with the 
Hampdens of other ages. Their memory will be 
embalmed while that of their poor proud oppressors 
«* will rot."—NV. Y. Obs. 

We have not room to express our feelings respect- 
ing this gross outrage, and the stain which Georgia 
has indelibly fixed on herself and on the country. 
At a future day her sons would give untold millions 
to be permitted to tear out this page of her history. 
But it is too late---the memory of the persecutors will 
be embalmed in all their infamy. They will stand 
beside Nero and Domitian, and be the scorn of the 
world to the end of time.--Conn. Obs. 


On this subject the American Board at their late 
session in this city, passed the following resolu- 
tions : ; 
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Whereas, this Board, with the consent and appro- 
bation of the President of the United States, and in 

conformity to the laws thereof, did establish mission- 

ary stations in various parts of the south western ter- 

ritory of this country, and particularly among the 

Cherokee nation of Indians, then under the acknowl- 
edged jurisdiction of the United States as qualified 

by treaties ; 

And whereas the state of Georgia bas recently laid 

claim to an extensive jurisdiction over the said Cher- 
okee territory, and enacted laws which are represent- 
ed to the missionaries of the Board by able counsel, 

to be contrary to the constitution and laws of the U. 

States, and subversive of their rights as citizens of 
the same ; 

Aod whereas Samurt Aostin Worcester, and 
Evisur Burier, missionaries of the Board, have 
chosen to consider themselves as being and remain- 
ing under the laws and protection of the United 
States, until the question of jurisdiction shall be defi- 
nitely decided by the highest legal tribunals thereof ; 
and have therefore declined to take the oath of alle- 
giance to the State of Georgia and obtain a license 
from the government to reside in said territory, or to 
depart therefrom, and are in consequence now under 
sentence of imprisonment for the term of four years, 
in the Penitentiary of said State, therefore, 

wed, 1. That as far as the facts of the case 
are now before the Board, this Board do aprrove of 
the conduct of their missionaries under these trying 
circumstances. 

Resolved, 2. That the Prudential Committee be di- 
rected to prepare and publish a concise statement of 
facts respecting the mi established by this 
Board among the South Western Tribes of Indians; 
comprising a notice of the circumstances of those 
tribes prior to, and at the commencement of our mis- 
sionary operations among them, with a view of the 
progress of social, intellectual, moral and religious 
improvement among the lodians, and of the aid, 
sanction, and encouragement originally, and from 
time to time, extended to those missions by the gov- 
ernment of the United States ; with estimates of the 
monies expended in the establishment and progress 
of these benevolent operations, and all the essential 
particulars respecting the state and prospects of these 
tribes, and of the several missions among them, in 

tion with a stat t of the proceedings of the 
United States’ government, and of the State of Geor- 
gia, affecting the rights of the Indians, and finally 
interrupting the missions and arresting and impris- 








7 | oning some of the missionaries. 


Resolved, 3. That the Prudential Committee be, 
and they are hereby directed to address a respectful 
memorial to the President of the United States, 
claiming the protection of the Executive government 
for the missionaries of the Board among the South 
Western Indians, and at their discretion, to present a 
memorial to Congress on the same subject. 

Resolved, 4. That it be recommended to the church- 
es, to make the present condition and trials of these 
suffering imprisoned missionaries of the Board the 
subject of special prayer to Almighty God, and par- 
ticularly at the monthly concert on the first Monday 
in December next, that this dark dispensation may 
be overruled, to the extension of the Gospel and the 
ultimate prosperity of the missionary cause. 





Thank Offering.—All the towns in Tolland County 
excepting two or three have veen visited with revivals, 
and for these and other blessings the Consociation at 
a late meeting 

Resolved, That as a thank-offering for the effusions 
of the ay epee on the churches within this Conso- 
ciation, it be recommended to them to make an extra- 
ordinary effort to raise funds in aid of the American 





Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 





Letter from Smyrna.—Letter from a Cherokee. 
_ 








MISSIONARY. 


Mauta.—By a hasty letter from Rev. H. G. 
.O. Dwight, addressed to a gentleman in Utica, 
under date of Malta, July 6th, we are gratified 
to learn, that Messrs. Dwight and Smith reach- 
ed that place on the 2d of May last, in fine 
thealth, afier a wearisome journey of sixtcen 
‘months through the regions of western Asia.— 
Much of that time the Missionaries were more 
or less afflicted wit! sickness: yet they are en- 
-abled to say, “Goodness and mercy have follow- 
ed us continually.” Mr. D. found his wife in 
feeble health. For more than a year during his 
tour, he had not been able to hear from her, 
“or of the precious gift of God in the birth of 
a little son, who is now,” says the writer, “al- 
most nine monthsold.” The first letters he had 
received from America since leaving our shores 
came to hand on his late arrival at Malta.— 
These facts show something of the sacrifices 
that missionaries are called upon to make.— 
Have not American Christians some special du- 
ties of a corresponding character to perform ? 
Must missionaries make all the sacrifices, while 
those who send them out, and bid them, God- 
speed, consult their own entire ease and con- 
venience in contributing to their comfort and 
support? This solemn question must be an- 
ewered on another day.— West. Rec. 


LETTER FROM SMYRNA. 


The following letter from our correspondent 
at Smyrna, furnishes the gratifying intelligence 
that the ravages of the plague in that city have 
been quite limited, and that the missionary fam- 
ilies have all been preserved.— Bos. Rec. 


Sarvana, Ave. 1. 1831. 
My last communication was at the beginning 
of a visitation from that awful scourge, the 
plague. We ourselves have been absent from 
the city most of the time, one to Constantinople 
and the remainder on a cruise among the Tur- 
co-Greek Islanders, and have reason to bless 
the Lord for his merciful preservation. The 
Lord has been our keeper, and the shade upon 
our right hand, so that the sun has not smote 
us by day nor the moon by night. The Lord 
has preserved our going out and our coming in. 
In great mercy too, may this whole people say, 
his chastisements have been lighter than our 
sins. For though much distress was experien- 
ced by the 30 or 40,000 who fled from the city, 
and by the 100,000 inbabitants who remained, 
yet of the Jatter not more than 2 or 300 are sup- 
ed to have fallen victims to the pestilence. 
ow different was the last great attack in 1814, 
«when 30,000 were computed to have died! As 
yet we have heard of the ceath of but two of 
-our pupils, and those from other diseases. 
While, however, we bless a gracious Provi- 
-dence for his preservation of us and ours, we 
-are called on to weep over the fate of another 
«mission family, and another great city of the 
Fast. Mr. Groves whose work on Christian 
‘Devotedness, and the practical comment of 
whose life had endeared hii:: to the public, 
writes from Bagdad, that Mrs. Groves had died 
-of the plague; also all his Arabic and Armeni- 
,an.masters, and most of the children of his 
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school; and that 12000 houses and two thirds 
of the population of the city had been swep 
awny by inundation. Most frightfultoo are the 
ravages which the cholera is still making in dif. 
ferent parts of Russia; nor is Turkey wholly 
exempt from alarm on account of it. When 
will the inhabitants of the world learn right. 
eousness at the judgments of God, which are 
thus abroad in the earth ! 

Contrasted with the condition of this Eastern 
world, how thrice blessed is that of the goodly 
land of our fathers, where the sun goeth down! 
Instead of storms of wrath, the richest showers 
of mercy are descending on our villages and 
towns. How shall we show our gratitude to 
the Lord for his distinguishing blessings but by 
manifesting towards the less favored children 
of his Providence, a lively and operative sym- 
pathy? From all the churches of the West, 
should there uot go up to the throne of the 
Heavenly grace, more earnest supplication for 
regions of primative Christianity ? 

Our missionary company here has been in- 
creased by the removal of Rev. Mr. Jetter and 
his family from Syra, We are much cheered 
at the prospect of their active co-operation in 
the department of Greek schools. Already in 
the neighboring village of Bonjah they have 
opened one for girls, the more indigent of whom 
are provided with clothing through the gene- 
rosity of the Frank. residents there. Rev. Mr. 
Lewis is accompanying, by invitation, the Arch- 
Bishop of Ephesus in the visitation of his dio- 
cease, and finds him like his predecessor, friend- 
ly to the cause of education. In Greece there 
is reason to anticipate a speedy overthrow of 
the mushroom system of tyranny which has 
grown up within this last three years. Mean- 
time Messrs. King, Robertson, and Tilt, find 
themselves safe under ‘Turkish protection at A- 
thens. Commending your several labors to 
your prayers, I remain yours, truly, 


JOSIAH BREWER. 
LETTER FROM A CHEROKEE. 


The following very interesting extract of a 
letter, dated Creek Path, Cherokee Nation, A- 
pril 10, 1831, was written by a young Cherokee 
female, educated by the missionaries. 

“My object in writing, is to inform you of the 
present stute of my nation, and to interest as 
many good people of the United States in its 
behalf as possible. To give you ab aceount of 
every thing with regard to this nation, is not 
my object, and to tell you all the good that has 
been doue by the faithful exertions of missiona- 
ries among us, could not be done in a short let- 
ter; may it be sufficient to say that a ‘mighty 
change’ has taken place in this nation, since the 
introduction of the gospel. It is only necessary 
to look back a few years, to see the mighty con- 
trast. ‘Twenty years ago, what was our situa- 
tion? Truly ‘darkness covered the land, and 
thick darkness the people.’ Twenty years ngo 
we were emphatically a savage ae Bras 
gers to civilization, and its consequent bappi- 
ness, To us the Bible was a sealed book ; and 
there was none to unfold its leaves, and break 
to us the word of life. No sweet sound of sal- 
vation saluted our ears, and the love of a dying 
Saviour was unknown to us. No light rose to 
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to light us Lo the dark valley and shadow 
of death. The Sabbath with its blessings and 
privileges, was notenjoyed. But O, how chan- 
the scene. Now we may truly say, ‘The 
wilderness and solitary places have been made 
glad, and the desert has blossomed as the rose.’ 
The same love which brought our dear Redeem- 
er from the skies, has effected all this for us in 
mercy. We now have the Bible with all its 
beauties and excellencies, in which life and im- 
mortality are brought to light. We have also 
churches and the stated administrations of the 
word and ordinances of the sanctuary. The 
Sabbath with its privileges to a considerable 
extent, is known and enjoyed. 
be sak! of the Cherokees as a nation, that they 
are in @ prosperous condition, as it regards 
their improvement in civilization and religious 
prospects ; and could the grinding hand of op- 
pression be withheld from them, they might 
soon be a happy people. The state of religious 
feeling in some parts of the nation is very inter- 
esting. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
was administered in this place a few Sabbaths 
ago, when there were four persons added to the 
thurch, who were all Cherokee females. ! 
trust there are many praying souls among us, 
who daiy intercede at the throne of grace, for 
a more general diffusion of genuine religion. 
The present discouraging situation of our na- 
tion, as respects political affairs, is particularly 
trying to those whose delight it is to see the 
Redeemer’s kingdom advancing in their nation. 
It is their earnest prayer that the Almighty God 
of the univerce would interpose and avert the 
pending evils, and preserve them in the land of 
their ancestors, which is also the land where 
they first tasted the sweets of religion. We 
are discouraged in looking for justice from man. 
Our appeal is now to Jehovah, who will never 
leave nor forsake those who put their trust in 
him. I therefore beseech you, if you have an 
interest at the throne of grace, to remember us 
in your prayers. Oh! my heart aches and is 
ready to burst within me, when I see my aged 
and infirm mother weeping for her children 
and country. I say to myself, must this dear 
mother os patriotic father, be driven from 
the land of ther nativity, to expire in the dis- 
tant wilds of the west? Oh thou God of mer- 
cies, espouse our cause, and establish us in the 
rights thou hast given us.”—Christian Herald. 








REVIVALS. 
REVIVAL IN WASHINGTON, CONN. 
Extract of a letter to the editor of the Reli- 
gious Intelligencer, dated 
Wasurneton, Oct. 15th, 1831. 
A Revival commenced in this place, in the 
month of June last, and the third week in Au- 
gust a four days meeting was held, during 
which, and for several weeks after, the power- 
ful effects of the Holy Spirit amongst us, was 
evident by the conviction and conversion of ma- 
ny: and indeed the feeling among Christians 
does not at present appear to be much abated, 





In short, it may |. 
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now proposed to hold another protracted meet- 
ing here, to commence on the 25th inst., during 
which the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will 
be administered and a part of those who are 
the subject of the work will then be united to 
the Congregational Church. One hundred and 
sixteen stand propounded; some have, and 
others will unite with churches of different de- 
nominations. The whole number is estimated 
at about 200—from the age of seven to sixty. 





FOUR DAYS MEETING IN BROOKFIELD, VT. 


The following very interesting account of a 
four days meeting in that place, was written by 
the Rev. Danie! Wild, for the Vermont Chron- 
icle. 

About the first of May last, there were some 
among us that seemed to be grieved at the mor- 
al desolations around us; and felt, if we may 
judge from appearances, that something must 
be done, or we were alost people. These were 
led to pray earnestly for the Spirit of God to 
descend both upon careless Chrietians and the 
impenitent. This deep feeling continued, it 
spread, it led to action. 

No sooner were Christians disposed to act as 
if they believed the Bible, that there is a heav- 
en and a hell, and this the only probationary 
season which we shall ever enjoy, (which, "y 
the by, the conduct of worldly-minded—half- 
devoted Christians does not show,) than some 
of the impenitent were made to feel that they 
were in the most iminent danger of losing their 
souls. 

At the commencement of our protracted 
meeting, there were between thirty and forty 
hopeful conversions; and our expectations were 
raised. Christians here did expect to see the 
wonderful displays of God’s mercy. Nor were 
they disappointed. God was with us by his 
Spirit, and careless sinners were driven from 
all their refuges of lies, and made to submit 
cheerfully and unconditionally to the terms of 
the gospel. 

The second day of the meeting, (there be- 
ing no arrangements made concerning its man- 
agement, otherwise than earnest prayer that 
God would manage it, in 2 way which would 
promote his glory and the salvation of souls) 
the pastor and church took their places in the 
aisles, and asked the forgiveness of an impen- 
itent congregation for their unfaithfulness to 
them, and besought the Lord to forgive them 
all their numerous and aggraveted sins. This 
was done without any reluctance, and appa- 
rently with a deep sense of personal guilt, on 
the part of every member of the church pres- 
ent. The meeting, during the day, was char- 
acterized with deep feeling and strict atteption 
go the word preached. But still there appear- 
ed to be something in the way ; for sinners were 
not converted. This circumstance led some to 
suppose that there were yet obstacles in the 
way, and inspired them to self examination and 
prayer, that the searcher of all hearts would, 
in mercy, not in judgment, remove such hin- 
drances, if they existed. ‘ 

Before public exercises commenced, on the 





although conversions are not as frequent.—-It is 


morning of the third day, instead of making 
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arrangements, the ministers prayed that the 
Lord would come down and manage his own 
work.—And we believe this prayer was heard. 
For as soon as the meeting was opened, some 
members of the church, who were absent the 
day before, requested the privilege of making 
their confession verbally. They did so with 
countenances expressive of the deepest feeling 
for themselves, their relatives, and the impeni- 
tent, generally.—Theo, a brother in the min- 
istry was requested to address those present, 
who entertained secret hopes. He did it with 
unusual feeling, alleging at the same time, that 
he spoke from experience, and besought them 
by motives the most commanding to take a de- 
cided stand for God. This message went from 
the heart, and reached the heart; for no sooner 
was an opportunity given, than the broad aisle, 
and some others were, filled with those of this 
class, It may be superfluous to say that this 
was a season of awful solemnity, rendered so 
on account of the unexpected number, and the 
deep feeling which they manifested. 

It now seemed that every obstacle was re- 
moved out of the way ; for the prayers and ef- 
forts of the ministers, of the church, of those 
who had entertained secret hopes, and of all 
Christians were, apparently, concentrated for 
the salvation of the impenitent. Nor did they 
pray and labor in vain. In the afternoon, be- 
tween two and three hundred took their places 
in the aisles, expressing a deep anxiety for the 
salvation of their souls. In the evening, the 
meetings all over town, were such as evinced 
the powerful operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Conversions were frequent. 

The next day, the meeting was still more so- 
jemn: for God was there to hear prayer, as 
soon as offered. In the afternoon, those who 
had entertained secret hopes, together with 
those who recently expressed the joys of par- 
doned sin, were invited to he seated by the side 
of the communicants. These numbered no less 
than one hundred. 

The number of those who took the anxious 
seats, cannot be told. On this point, I ‘will on- 
ly say that the number who did not take the 
anxious seats, did not exceed thirty ; and some 
of these before the meeting closed, exhibited 
deep feeling. It is thought, by tha best judges, 
that the whole congregation would number from 
seven toten hundred, and that those who were 
eat Christians, did not exceed three hun- 
d 


Tamha »py to say, that since the meeting the 


work has been still more interesting. The next 
Sabbath was a season long to be remembered. 
—The congregation was much larger than on 
the preceding Friday, and God’s presence was 
still more visible. On Monday evening, if 1 am 
credibly informed, within the limits of two 


school districts, some twelve or fifteen express- | 


ed hope that they had passed from death unto 
life. “This is the Lord’s doings and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” 

The number of hopeful conversions we can- 
not now reckon. It is, however, not small. 
We feel that God has blessed us above our 
expectations ; and we have it to lament that 
our faith is so weak, and that we are so full of 
unbelief, which aims directly at God. We ask 


Revivals. 





[Ocr, 


the prayers of God’s friends, that when he, who 
cannot lie, tells he is “ more willing to give his 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him, than earthly 
parents are to give good gifts to their children,” 
we might believe him, and no longer be guilty 
of the aggravated sin of unbelief. 

In conclusion I would say that our methodist 
brethren held a Camp Meeting in town the same 
week of our protracted meeting, which was un- 
usually blessed with the outpourings of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. We rejoice that all Christians in this 
place seem to concentrate their efforts to save 
souls from endless wrath, and that their efforts 
are greatly blessed. And I flatter myself that 
I speak the language of every heaven-born soul 
in this place, when I say, the glory all belongs 
to the infinite God. “ Let every thing that hath 
breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.” 


[For the Observer and Telegraph] 
MEETING IN RANDOLPH. 


On Tuesday the Gth inst. the Presbytery of 
Portage commenced its sessions in this place. 
It was a meeting of more than ordinary interest. 
Never has there been such a narrative pre-° 
sented concerning the state of religion in this 
county. There is hardly a Church belonging 
to the Presbytery, but what has been more or 
less blessed with the reviving influences of the 
spirit of God, the year past. As many as 700 it 
is thought have within our bounds been hope- 
fully brought into the kingdom of Christ during 
the year. 

On Wednesday, in the forenoon, a prayer 
meeting was held, and a sermon preached, in 
another place—while the Presbytery was in 
session.—In the afternoon, the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper was administered, according 
to previous appointment of the Presbytery. 
The occasion was solemn and interesting.— 
There seemed already to be indications of 
spiritual good, which was to be experienced by 
the people. On Thursday were commenced, 
more especially the exercises which were ex- 
pected to continue two days. There was now 
a large congregation assembled from this, and 
the neighbouring town. é . 

By the first sermon, on this day, the attention 
of the assembly was solemnly arrested—and 
the interest continued to increase tll the close 
of the meeting. x 

It was previously expected that the meeting 
would close on Friday; but the increased interets 
manifested was such, that it could not, by many 
of its friends, be thought duty to bring it then to 
to an end.—The sense of the congregation was 
taken, and a large majority were in favor of 
having the meeting continued another day.—It 
was accordingly continued.—Saturday morning 
was a time of y fowe and svlemu feeling—much 
was expected by christians, much was asked in 
prayer, and much was granted. It was regard- 
ed as a time of solemn decision, probably with 
many precious souls present; which might, in 
effect determine their condition forever. There 
was wrestling in prayer. There were 30 or 
more, who during the whole meeting were 
brought hopefully to submit their hearts to the 
Lord. About half of them residents in this 
place—the other in neighbouring towns; partic- 
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ularly Atwater and Rootstown, and almost all 
were youth, only 2 or 3 exceptions. these were 
middle —what an additional warning to 
those who still put off the great work of repen- 
tance? 

Those of the numbers mentioned, with whom 
I have since had conversation, appear to have 
in this solemn step, acted with deliberation and 
scriptural understanding—ready to acknowl- 
edge and I trust from the heart their entire de- 
pendence upon the grace of God, for their hope 
of salvation.—Three or four have expre 
hopes since the meeting, and a solemn attention 
to the concerns of their souls is manifested by 
many others. Prayer meetings were held at 
sun rise—and 9 o ’clock A. M. Preaching at 
half past 10 A. M. and at 20’clock P. M. as, also 
in the evening in different parts of the town— 
enquiring meetings in the afternoon—at which 
from 40 to 60 attended.—The numbers increas- 
ing at each meeting until the last. 

A few remarks more.—For several months 
past, the work of the Lord has been gradually 
going on in this place, 25 or more had hopefully 
experienced the regenerating grace of God 
within this time before the prolonged meeting, 
17 of them have been added to the Church, about 
half of both numbers are members of the sabbath 


Schools. 

The Church has been very much united, and 
to a good degree, engaged in prayer. It is so 
at present,—several of those who hopefully 
met with a change of heart, during the meeting, 
were under serious impressions before. 

One item more [I would mention, for the en- 
couragement of those who may wish to have 
a four day’s meeting, but are not favoured 
as yet with a meeting house.—There being no 
such house here, and the society thinking it 
undesirable to have a prolonged meeting held 
in the open -f hesitated some in respect to 
requesting such a meeting—though by them 
much desired. But when it wun demmeaited 
upon, the Lord directed. A very commodious 

e was fitted up against a long framed build- 
ing, by piles of 4 feet wood, for the walls, and 
common boards for a covering, on an inclined 
plane. The area on the ground was 45 feet 

uare. It seemed truly to be a sacred enclosure 
from the world, though right in the midst of its 
objects, and no doubt, many hearts were there 
enkindled anew with a holy desire to live for 
God and for heaven. 

It was a meeting place which will never be 
forgotten.—It will be remembered throughout 
‘ eternity’—though built ina ‘day? Some will 
remember it undoubtedly, to their everlasting 
sorrow—and others, to their everlasting joy and 
consolation.—The Lord is not to one narrow 
spot confined; but where his children meet 
and pray, and where they will labor for the 
welfare of souls, there will he meet them: with 
his blessings. JOSEPH MERIAN, 

Randolph, Sept. 15th, 1831. 


Verona Oneida, Co.—One of the clergymen 
of that place writes as follows, under date of 
the 3d instant. 

Dear Sir—! wish to acknowledge through 
jour paper, the continued triumphs of redeem- 
hg grace in the town of Verona. The revival 
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which commenced about a year ago, in the 2d 
congregation ychurch here, has not entirely 
ceased up to the present period ; though there 
have been some months during the time, in 
which only occasional conversions have occur- 
red; partly owing I conclude, to the fact, that 
for four months or more the pastor bas been 
most of the time absent attending protracted 
meetings. , 

About four weeks since, the blessed 'work of 
Saving mercy in this town assumed a more glo- 
rious aspect; not in the congregation above 
mentioned, but in a small church on the canal 
near the centre of the town. This liule church 
had been destitute of the preached gospel for a 
long time, and had, by reason of deaths and re- 
movals, become almost extinct. The few re- 
maining metbers, amounting to not more than 
fifteen, were on the point of sinking in despon- 
dency, supposing the period nearly arrived 
when they must dissolve. Under these cirenm- 
stances, one of the members, whose heart had 
long been bleeding for the cause of that sinking 
church, solicited help, and a protracted meeting 
was appointed there. 

Four weeks last Saturday, a number of my 
church accompanied me to the spot. On that 
day it rained, and there was not people enough 
assembled to fill a smal! school house. But the 
Lord met with the few, and one or two sinners 
were hopefully converted. Being destitute of 
a place of worship, except the school house, we 
built a bowery; hoping that the Lord would 
come down on the morrow. When the morrow 
came, two or three hundred persons assembled 
from the surrounding country. The Holy Ghost 
was in the midst of us. Before 11 o’clock the 
people were cryingjfor mercy. Nearly thirty 
were that day for the first time, rejoicing im 
hope. We continued the meeting uutil the 
next day, at 4, P. M.; though but few assem 
bled on that day in consequence of training. 
During the meeting, about forty we hope, fled 
for refuge to Jesus. 

The work still continues. All classes have 
been the subjects of it. The moral aspect of 
the place is entirely changed. Some have al- 
ready united themselves with the people of God. 
and | trust many more will soon join them.— 
Thus the Lord is carrying on his work, and 
building up the old wastes. 

On the Wednesday following, by the solicita- 
tion of Rev. Mr. Jackson, pastor of the church 
at Andover settlement, a society embracing 
parts of the towns of Westmoreland and Vero- 
na, | went with soineof my church to attend 
another protracted meeting. The pastor of the 
chureh by reason of ill health, was mostly de- 
prived of the privilege of conducting the exer- 
cises, The meeting commenced under very dis- 
couraging circumstances. The people of God 
felt the necessity of a firm reliance on the arm 
of the Lord. The meeting continued five days, 
and the Lord came down with power. From 
thirty to forty were hopefully redeemed by the 
“ Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 

We had another protracted meeting last week 
in one of the extremes of my society, which 
was the means of bringing some souls from 
darkness to light. L. MYRICK. 
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From the New York Evangelist. 
FOUR DAYS MEETING IN ARGYLE, 
WASHINGTON CO.N. Y. 


Mr. Editor—In an account of a six days 
meeting in South Granville, which a writer for 
the Evang. gave some time since, it was men- 
tioved that the meeting adjourned to Argyle, to 
commence on the first Tuesday of September. 
It began accordingly on the 6th instant, and 
continued seven days. 

In noticing the results of this meeting, per- 
mit me to preface my remarks with some ac- 
count of the moral aspect of things when the 
meeting commenced. It may be known to ma- 
ny of your readers, that this town is peopled 
mostly with emigrants from Scotland and Ire- 
land, and a few of Dutch extraction. They 
have brought with them to this country the pe- 
culiarity of religious views, which they and 
their fathers possesed in the land of their nativ- 
ity. They are rigid Calvinists of the old school. 
Parents and children are “ well indoctrinated” 
in what they call orthodoxy. They have learn- 
ed their catechism and studied their Confes- 
sion of Faith, till they can readily define and 
defend all the leading doctrines of the Bible. 
This is as it should be. - Every man who has a 
Bible, and professes to believe it, ought to be 
able to defend it against the attacks of infidels, 
and to maintain its doctrines against the as- 
saults of heretics. But the difficulty with some 
people is, that they depend on doctrinal, rather 
than experimental religion. Whether that is 
the case here I shall not undertake to decide. 


One thing, however, is manifest, that while 
most of the other towns in this county have 
been visited with those showers of righteous- 
ness, commonly called “ revivals,” this has 


been passed by. This is not owing to a want 
of professors of religion, for there is probahly 
not another town in this region, of the same 
number of inhabitants, where more profess re- 
ligion. Neither is it owing to a want of diver- 
sity of sentiment, as it regards denominational 
difference, for there is a large church for 
Burghers, two churches of Anti-Burghers, one 
of Covenanters, or Cameronians, one Dutch 
Reformed, and a few Methodists. Neither can 
its not sharing in revivals be owing to its loca- 
tion ; for it lies in the very heart of the country 
and the adjoining towns have, some uf them, 
been frequently visited with the outporings of 
the Holy Ghost. What appears to me the most 
probable reason why Argyle has been left, while 
others have been taken, is a prejudice in‘the 
minds of the people against religious excite- 
ment. They probably think that while men 
may be powerfully excited on other important 
subjects, and still possess their right minds, 
they ought not to give way to their feelings, on 
the subject of religion, lest they should go era- 
zy. If an individual should be deeply impress- 
ed with a view of his guilt and danger, nnd 
should be disposed to cry out “ What must I do 
to be saved 2?” it is very possible he might be 
told “Don’t give way to your feelings! You 
will frighten the folks! They will think you 
are losing your senses.” If it bea fact that 


this ple are so afraid of excitement, no 
wonder. aad 


they are afraid of revivals ; no 
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wonder they are not visited with revivals, 
This viewing revivals with a suspicious eye, ig 
owing to a want of a familiar acquaintance with 
them. They have only surveyed them at a dis- 
tunce, and that too with a jaundiced vision, and 
of course, they have not discovered their great 
and happy results, but have fastened their at- 
tention on some of the apparent evils which 
may have been occasioned by them. Sostrong 
was the prejudice of some here against revival 
preaching, that their conscience smote them for 
violating the fourth commandment, by attend- 
ing on such preaching on the Sabbath. Be- 
sides these adamantine chains, with which ma- 
ny here were bound, there was some difficulty 
among the inhabitants themselves, about the 
time and shape of the four days meeting, (for 
they had been talking of a theeting some timo 
before this was appointed.) The meeting prov- 
identially occurred at-a time when the minis- 
ters of the place were some of thei attending 
their Synod. 

Some of the ministers said nothing directly 
to their people in opposition to the meeting, 
Others, at least one Anti-Burgher I am inform- 
ed, warned his people not to attend the meet- 
ing. Iam bappy to say that another Anti- 
Burgher prayed on the Sabbath very fervently 
for its success. A Doctor of Divinity from a- 
broad, however, during his discourse in the 
Covenanter’s church, intimated that those who 
were conducting the four days meeting in the 
neighboring church, were serving the devil un- 
der the disguise of religion. 

This being the state of things, could much be 
expected from the meeting ? Here is no Pres- 
byterian church of our order, and the Dutch 
church is but partially alive. We expected to 
meet in the Dutch church, and hoped to have 
the co-operation of its members... But most of 
them forsook us and fled, before we came to 
the meeting. And we were doubtful for a time 
whether we could be admitted into the meeting 
house. 

Under these discouragements, the meeting 
commenced. Sermon in the morning was in 
the church. In the afternoon a funeral sermon 
was preached over the remains of a very inter- 
esting and amiable young lady, who was much 
esteemed in the town. She was not a profes- 
sor of religion, but had looked forward with in- 
terest to this meeting, as though she hoped it 
might be of service to her soul. Bnt in the wise 
providence of Ged, instead of her attending on 
the mecting the first day, the meeting attended 
on her. She had been sick several days. This 
solemn preaching of the Almighty, made more 
impression on the public mind, than many ser- 
mons would have done. 

The meetings were conducted much as in 
other places. The number of inquirers each 
day was respectable, but on the Sabbath it was 
something like 130. At a meeting for those 
who thought they bad submited to Christ, 25 
or 30 were present. I have learned of several 
others who were not there, and some that have 
since professed to repent. The prayer meet- 
ings were conducted almost entirely by Chris- 
tian brethren from abroad. There were but 
three or four, who belong to churches in town, 
that took any part, and they but seldom. Breth- 
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ren were here from seven or eight towns around 
to aid in the exercises of the meetings. There 
were seven or eight different ministers here du- 
ring the progress of the meeting. Five ser- 
mons were preached by ministers (three of 
whom were here,) of the Reformed Dutch 
eburch, and the others by Presbyterians. 

Though the present fruits of the meeting are 
not so abundant as in some other places where 
the same amount of labor has been effectually 
cast into the lump, immense good has been ac- 
complished. 

The meeting was adjourned to Sandy Hill; 
the time of it to be regulated by men and 
things. . 





REVIVAL AT GILLISONVILLE, 8. C. 
@GILuisonvILye, Sept. 20. 
To the Editor of the Charleston Observer : 


Dear Sir—I beg leave to submit, through 
your Christian Journal, for the consolation of 
such as have been mourning over Zion, and 
the wonder of such as doubt the marvellous 
works of God upon earth, through the blessed 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the following 
account of the most signal manifestation of 
his power for the salvation of sinners, at a re- 
ligious Union Meeting of all denominations, 
held in this Pineland village, commenced on the 
8th inst. It must be so cheering to the sol- 
diers of the cross, waging as they are a contin- 
ual war against the world, the flesh and the de- 
vil, to hear the victories achieved by ‘ the sword 
of the spirit, which ‘is the wofd of God,’ that 
Iam led to offer, as one who has been, through 
the name of Jesus Christ, redeemed from the 
gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity, this 
testimony of that divine grace by, which many, 
and a others myself, have been brought 
from d unto life. 


After giving a minute description of the meet- 
ing the writer adds— 


The number of persons hopefully converted 
during the meeting, thatis to say, those who 
had handed to the preachers their names, as 
having been under deep convictions of sin, and 
as having received a humble hope of pardon 
through the blood of our Redeemer, is forty- 
six. ‘There are others still under strong con- 
vietions. Of the number of convicted souls, by 
far the greater number consist of males, which 
augurs well for the spread of the gospel. The 
effect upon the face of society here is incon- 
ceivable, by one who has not witnessed else- 
where the victories of the cross of Christ.— 
| 1 is fled before the breath of the Spi- 
rit of God, which abideth in those who dwell 
in Christ. Political wranglings have given 
place to spiritual conversation ; and personal 
fostilities have been washed away by the pre- 
cious ointment of brotherly love. @ can in- 
deed say that our “ wilderness blossoms like the 
rose.” Asone of those who had experienced 
the blessings of this manifestation of Gog’s 
glory through Christ, it was proposed to 1 
the preachers present, to prepare for your Jour- 
nal, such an account, as by the gr 
might let it be known what he has been @oing 
for us. Feeling myself not my own, but in my 
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God’s hands, to do his will, I have, in that love 
of truth and justice which he requires of his 
servants, written the above, willing that it shall 
or shall not, as to you seems most conducive to 
his service, appear above my own signature 
hereunto subscribed, 

Perbaps it may not be amiss to add, that be- 
fore this, I have been very distrustful of revi- 
vals of religion, and expected but little 
good from our four days meeting. T had 
also omitted mentioning the number of preach- 
ers present. At one time there were as many 
as seven of different denominations; and it 
was one lovely characteristic of the meeting, 
that the Presbyterians, the Baptists, and the 
Episcopalians, were heard to unite in preaching 
the same doctrine—Jesus Clirist and him cru- 
cified. 

Yours, dear sir, with respect, 
WM. Il. BARNWELL. 


One of the clergywen who was present at the 
above meeting, thus writes to his brethren in 
the city, under date of Sept, 24. 

I shall not attempt to describe to you the glo- 
ries of that scene. I would not undertake to 
pencil té you the view we were privileged to 
beheld; fur description would utterly fail of 
conveying to any mind, according to my im~- 
pressions the glorious reality. Suffice it to say, 
the Lord was there, and that with his mighty 
power,—and the place was shaken throughout. 

I have been in revivals before—I have seen 
sinners wade to tremble—I have seen the stout 
heart made to quake—I have witnessed the 
humbling attitude of penitent souls—I have 
heard the agonizing ery, “what shall I do to 
be saved”—I have belieid the power of | the 
Lord of hosts. But oh! my dear brethren, I 
have never before witnessed any thing like this, 
It seemed to be only necessary for persons to 
approach the consecrated spot, the ground ren- 
dered sacred by fervent prayer, to receive im- 
pressions. It appeared to he only necessary 
for sinners to accept the invitation to kneel at 
the place where prayer was offered up for awa- 
kened souls, to receive the “gift of the Holy 
Ghost,” and to hear the cheering voice of the 
Saviour, “thy faith hath made thee whole.” 

I left that place ou last Wednesday, and up 
to that time fifty bal given in their names as 
hopefully converted to Christ—besides several 
among the colored people; many more were 
left exceedingly anxious, and others went away 
mote or less impressed. 1] have faith to be- 
lieve that some of these too will find the Sa- 
vionr, and sweetly yield their hearts to him, 
Among the number of converted, were some of 
the most violent opposers to religion that can 
be conceived ‘of—yea, some who turned these 
things inte perfect ridicule. 

OBITUARY. 

Disv—In this city, on the 13th inst. Mr. Nathan 
Cooley, aged 42. 

In Derby, Mrs. Ann Chatfield, aged 19, wife of Mr. 
Bennet Chatfield, of Oxford. 

In Woodbridge, Mr. Noyes Clarke, aged 27. 

In Danbury, on the 2d inst. Mrs. Rebecca Com- 
stock, wife of Mr. Seth C. aged 50. 

In New York, on the 3d inst. in the 34th year of his 
age, Mr. James Kerr, President of the ian Be~ 








nevolent Society of the city of New York. 
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POETRY. 


“ WHY STAND YE IDLE?” 
BY BISHOP HEBER. 
The God of glory walks his round, 

From day to day, from year to year, 
And warns us each with awful sound, 

** No longer stand ye idle here: 

“ Ye whose young checks are rosy bright, 

Whose hate we strong, whose hearts are clear, 
Waste not of hope the morning light! 

Ah, fools! why stand ye idle here ? 
“Oh, as the griefs ye would assuage 
Pn = on life's declining year, 

ure a blossom for your 

And work your Ma or’ Passing here! 
“ And ye whose locks of seanty grey 

F oretell your latest travel near, 

How swiftly fades your worthless day ! 

Why stand ye yet so idle here? 

*< One hour remains—there is but one! 

But many a shriek and many « tear 
Through endless years the guilt must moan, 

Of moments lost and wasted here.” 

O Thou, by all thy works ador’d, 

To whom the sinner’s soul is dear, 
Recall us to thy vineyard, Lord ! ° 

And grant us grace (to praise thee here! 


THE TRACT “POOR SARAH.” 


Having called, says an Agent of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, on the family of Mr. W——, 
in Indiana, where I was very beaeuay euter- 
tained, I presented them some Tracts. Soon, 
parents and children all were reading; and a 
young lady present began to read “ Poor Sarah” 
aloud to Mrs. W. who retired from the room in 
silence. The young lady proceeded with the 
Tract by herself. 
ed her back upon all present, wiping away the 
streaming tears. Confused, and with ber mind 
apparently absorbed with the subject of the 

ract, she then left the room, to weep, with- 
out restraint, I trust, in view of her sinfulness, 
and to breathe furth her prayer to Him whose 
spirit alone can sanctify the heart.—T'r. Mag. 


—— 


REPUTATION. 


The desire of praise, when it is discreet and 
moderate, is always attended with emulation 
and a strong desire of excelling: and s0 lung as 
we can stop here there is no barni dane t6 our- 
selves or others. St. Paul exhorts ebristians to 











Suddenly, however, she turn- | of 





vable. They are those bright abilities and fair 
endowments, which relate to the present life, 
and terminate with it. Christian virtues are of 
a more silent and retired nature. God and good 
angels approve them ; but the busy world over- 
looks them. So that he who principally affects 
popular approbation, runs some danger of living 
and dying well known to others, and little 
known to himself; ignorant of the state of his 
soul, and forgetful of the account which he bas 
to render up to God. 








CIRCULAR. 


Orricr or THE CoLonizaTion Society, 
Washington, Sept. 29, 1831. 
ers of the American Colonization Society 
have received information that many r table free per- 
sons of color from the lower counties of Virginia and N. 
Carolina have made earnest applicatior to the Agent of 
the Society in Norfolk, for a passage to Liberia. Desi- 
rous of meeting the wishes of those applicants, the Man- 
agers, notwithstanding the recent appropriation of 5,000 
dollars towards an expedition from the western states, 
have authorized a committee in Norfolk forthwith to 
charter a vessel to convey thence from 150 to 200 emi- 
rants, with the necessary supplies, to the colonies, and 
they now invite the aid of auxiliary societies, and 
their friends generally, for the accomplishment of this 
object. Another expedition may, perhaps, be dispatched 
from Virginia, during the Autumn, should, the resources 
of the Society justify additional expenditures. Auxilia- 
ry societies and Agents are requested to transmit such 
funds as they may have. to obtain as carly as convenient, . 
to the Treasurer of the Parent Society. The Managers 
indulge the hope that the friends of the society will, at 
this time, use all possible means and endeavor to augment 
its funds. RK. R. GURLEY, See’y. 


The Mai 





TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS PRE- 
MIUM—I: is hoped the premium of 
best Tract ow “ the manner in which istic 
the it of their Master, in efforts to promote the conversion 
world,” will engage the attention of able Eyangel- 
ieal writers, Te manuscripts should each be accompa- 
nied with a sealed envelope containing, the pantie of the 
writer, and may be addressed, until December 1, to Will- 
iam A. Hallock, 144 Nassau-sireet, New-¥ 
mitted to the care of Rev. Joel T, , No. 31, 
North Fourth-street, Philadelphia, or of Mr. Aaron Rus- 
sell, No. 5, Cornhill, Boston -—Commitiee of award, Rev. 
T. H. Skinner, D. D. Philadelphia; Rev. C. P. Meli- 
vaine, Brooklyn ; Rev. William Patton and Arthur Tap- 
pan, Esq., New-York: 

The Premium Tracts, “ on Prayer,’’ are to be preseo- 
ted to Mr. Hallock, or Mr. Russcl!, as above, on or be- 
fore November 1. 

Re ag of religious papers are requested to insert the 
above. 








Letters received al the Office of the Religious Inielligen- 
cer during the week ending Oct. 21, 1831. 


Wa: Bunnall, South Canaan; G. King, jan. for C.-Gay 
Esq., Sharon ; C. lves, Lansingburgh, N. Y: S. Wright, 
Granville, O.; Wm. W. Powers, |, Va; Wm. 
Busbnell, Victor, N. Y. ; D. Dunhar, Berlin ; G. 8, Phil- 
ips, Smithtown N. Y. ; Wm. Carlisle, Charleston, N.Y ; 
H. L. Avres, Vew Canaan. 








Terms.—$2, in advance; $2 50, if not paid in three months.—Agents who are accountable for six or more copies, 
will be allowed one copy gratis, or a commission of ten per cent. 
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